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Good News: Protestant Kirchentag  
From May 24-30, Berlin was full of participants of the 
Protestant Church Convention (Kirchentag) -- 105,000 
visitors for the duration, and 30,000 one-day tickets - 
from quite devout to quite liberal, seekers and evange-
lists, many young and less elderly - and last but not 
least representatives from politics, society and other 
religions as dialogue partners. You may or may not like 
it. Yes, one can criticize the unbridled pluralism and 
the often unrecognizable faith profile, but you can also 
be happy that the gospel was heard in Bible studies, 
podium discussions, concerts and market booths. 
When else do so many come together for such a big 
event without one negative incident? The police were 
happy with the peaceful Christians. When else are the 
media full of church-related issues? When else do tens 
of thousands pray together? Despite some criticism 
there are a lot of reasons to be thankful! 

Senator for Culture Klaus Lederer 
We are continuing our series on the new members of 
the Red-Red-Green Senate which has been in office 
since December, 2016. Dr. Klaus Lederer is Senator 
for Culture and Europe. He is also one of the deputies 
of the Governing Mayor for the party “Die Linke”. Born 
1974 in Mecklenburg, he spent his youth in Frankfurt / 
Oder. After the end of the GDR, he became involved 
in left - wing youth associations, and has been active 
since 1992 in the PDS, the predecessor of the leftist 
party, where he has served as chairman since 2005. 
Since 2003 he has been a member of the Berlin House 
of Representatives and has recently been the legal 
policy spokesman for “die Linke”. The openly gay poli-
tician lives with his long-time life companion in a regis-
tered life partnership and is also committed to equal 
rights for homosexuals. He does not shy away from fair 
debate and is committed to working on issues and 
tasks as equals with coalition partners in the new Sen-
ate.  
Up to now, the Governing Mayor has been responsible 
for the culture department. But now Lederer can and 
will set new standards in cultural policy. In particular, 
he would like to promote an “independent” cultural 
scene. He immediately got involved with the conflict 
concerning the appointment of a new management for 
the Volksbühne at Rosa-Luxemburg-Platz. Chris Der-
con is to become the successor of the leftist cult-direc-
tor Frank Castorf on August 1. The governing mayor 
Michael Müller (SPD) and his then Secretary of State 

for Culture, Tim Renner, had already been responsible 
for the contract with Dercon in 2015. Since then there 
have been heated discussions about personnel. The 
opponents of Dercon as Culture Manager consider him 
to be unsuitable to succeed Frank Castorf. Employees 
of the Volksbühne have protested against him in an 
open letter. However, Lederer, after initial hesitation, 
now wants to fulfil the contract. In this way, a new spirit 
would actually enter the Volksbühne. 

Prayer:  
 Pray for active, creative and, as far as 

possible, ideologically free cultural policy 
by the Senator 

 Pray that the conflict with the staff of the 
Volksbühne can be solved 

 Pray that Berlin’s cultural scene will gain 
attractiveness internationally  

 

Upcoming events sponsored by the 
Stadtmission 
On the first Sunday of the month, the Stadtmission of-
fers “A different sort of steamboat trip: With God on the 
River Spree". Interesting background information will 
be given concerning the city, including stories of Berlin 
personalities who have shaped our city in different 
ways, including faith issues. With this touristic offer, the 
Stadtmission wants to make the wider public aware of 
the importance of the Christian faith for the city. Dates 
can be found here: 
www.berliner-stadtmission.de/wann-findet-was-
statt/veranstaltungen/mit-gott-auf-der-spree 

Prayer:  
 Thank God for this creative way of procla-

mation that has been taking place for 
many years 

 Pray that these boat trips will give many 
Berliners and tourists good impulses for 
faith  
 

Ramadan 2017 from May 27 to June 24   
During almost the entire month of June, faithful Mus-
lims will take part in the fasting month of Ramadan. 
There is no food, drink, or sex from sunrise to sunset. 
Ramadan is a time when Muslims concentrate in a 
special way on their faith and are looking to experience 
God - especially during the so-called Night of Power 
from 21 to 22 June. 
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Fasting is a physical and emotional strain, especially 
in the summer months. In the refugee camps, strict 
Muslims live together with less strict Muslims, as well 
as with Christians and followers of other religions. This 
can lead to tensions. Practical tips and ideas for deal-
ing with these issues in refugee accommodations can 
be found here: http://blog.down-to-earth.de/willkom-
menskultur-leben/kerstin-hack-friedvoller-ramadan/  

Prayer:  
 That many Muslims actually encounter 

God and His love during this time 
 Pray for wisdom for those in charge of  

refugee accommodations to deal with 
these special days   

 Pray for protection for non-Muslims from 
verbal and physical attacks during these 
days   

The „Amri Case“ and the Investigators  
The assassin who drove a truck into the Christmas 
market on Breitscheidplatz and killed 12 people could 
possibly have been arrested and imprisoned earlier on 
account of gang-related and commercial drug traffick-
ing. Suspicion of a possible cover-up by officers of the 
Landeskriminalamt (LKA) has arisen due to the work 
of the special investigator Bruno Jost. Evidence may 
have been altered. Therefore, on May 29th the homes 
of policemen were searched. The Senator for the Inte-
rior, Geisel, has filed suit. All political fractions in the 
House of Representatives want an investigation before 
the summer break.  

Prayer: 
 Pray for effective, fast investigations, and 

complete clarification of suspicious ele-
ments 

 Pray for rigorous consequences for any 
mishaps or manipulations 

The Discussion Concerning Neutrality  
Since January 27, 2005, Article 29 §2 of the Berlin 
Constitution has been in effect: "Teachers and other 
employees with a pedagogical mission in the public 
schools may not display any visible religious or ideo-
logical symbols during work which demonstrate to the 
viewer an affinity to a particular religion or world view, 
and may not wear any conspicuous religious or ideo-
logical clothing. This does not apply to those teaching 
religion or worldview beliefs." (gesetze.berlin.de). This 
law is now being criticized as unconstitutional because 
of its sweeping nature and strictness. In 2015, the Fed-
eral Constitutional Court already declared the wearing 
of a headscarf as unconstitutional. Now, the case for 
neutrality is once again very much under discussion 
because a teacher at a school in Wedding was re-
quested to take off a small cross on a chain worn 

around her neck. In April, the education minister San-
dra Scheeres (SPD) said that she had nothing against 
a "piece of jewellery" (Der Tagesspiegel, 4/11/17). The 
teacher, who had been wearing this necklace without 
any objections for 12 years despite the neutrality law, 
followed the request and exchanged the cross for a 
tiny Christian fish symbol. But the school leadership 
has responded by saying further discussion with the 
teacher is necessary. There may be other issues in the 
background. However, Secretary of State for Educa-
tion, Mark Rackles (SPD), said in the House of Repre-
sentatives: "The fish as such is not a problem from a 
Berlin perspective and can continue to be worn in 
schools.” (Der Tagesspiegel, 5/28/17) 

Prayer: 
 Pray for a change of law which would 

guarantee personal freedom of belief and 
conscience, without offending others 

 Pray for good solutions for individual 
cases  

Street Evangelism in the Summer  
In the summer months, some Berlin churches as well 
as organisations and groups such as “Jews for Jesus” 
are looking for ways to talk with Berlin residents and 
tourists about faith – through acts of service, street 
events and creative evangelism. 

Prayer:  
 Pray that many Berliners and tourists will 

be reached and become believers in Je-
sus  

Keeping On – Protection from Terror-
ism  
The Bible says, „Unless the Lord watches over the city, 
the guards stand watch in vain.“ Let us continue to pray 
for protection from terrorism, wisdom, for preventative 
success on the part of security officials, and that po-
tential assassins would turn away from fundamental Is-
lam and encounter the love of Jesus.   

Dates 
 6/14, 6-7pm, Prayer for City Politicians at 

the Rote Rathaus  
 6/17, 10am-2pm EFG Tempelhofer Damm 

133‒137, Vision and Planning Meeting for 
„EINS ‒ gemeinsam beten, feiern, han-
deln“ on 1/20/2018, a day of prayer and unity 
sponsored by the Evangelical Alliance Berlin, 
Together for Berlin, and others 

 6/23 5-7pm, Prayer for the Kotti, Adalbert-
straße 97, in the Gebetskeller am Kotti 

 


