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Editorial April 2010

Dear Praying Friends,

As we enter a new decade, there 

is an awareness that many of the 

world’s key unreached people 

groups are coming to the cities. 

In past years the GPD has pub-

lished monthly prayer guides for 

Kolkota, New Delhi, Mumbai, 

Los Angeles, and New York. 

Th ere are many other cities that we should be covering in 

prayer, mainly because they include dozens of unreached eth-

nic groups.

Since we cover Western Europe in April of each year, it 

seems fi tting that we focus on the unreached ethnic groups in 

their key cities. I hope to cover Paris next April, and London 

in 2012 when the Olympics will be there. 

Th is year we will cover Berlin, Germany. Many of the facts 

in this prayer guide are based on information given to us by 

a team of German missionaries who work in Berlin. Th ey 

wrote the background article, and told us what people groups 

would be best to cover. Th ere are about 180 ethnic groups 

represented in Berlin, but we have room to cover only 27. I 

was surprised to fi nd that there are Cubans in the city that 

came to work in East Berlin when it was still controlled by 

the Communists. Th ese Cubans are not Roman Catholic. 

You will fi nd many other surprises in this issue. Read, and 

pray on!

In Christ,

Keith Carey, managing editor, GPD
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To Help You Pray Better

Continued on page 41

Berlin: City of Many Colors  

—by Kerstin Hack

In many ways 
Berlin is a 
forerunner of 
new ideas.

A 
bronze 

chariot pulled 

by four 

prancing steeds and 

held aloft by the six pil-

lars of the Brandenburg 

Gate guarded the most 

famous dividing line in 

the world: the Berlin 

Wall. Facing towards 

the eastern sector, the chariot watched over this heavily guarded 

checkpoint, one of a handful that allowed traffi  c between East 

and West Berlin. 

Th en came that miraculous November night in 1989 when 

the Wall was pounded into oblivion by euphoric crowds. Th e 

smashing of that wall accelerated the implosion of Commu-

nist regimes all across Eastern Europe. 

Today the chariot looks down on crowds of camera-toting 

tourists walking freely between the gate’s pillars. Th e concrete 

slabs of the wall have long been pulverized into small souvenir 

pieces sent around the world. A line of bricks in the roads and 

parks now traces the site of the former wall through the city, 

inlaid here and there with a bronze plaque reading: ‘Berlin 

Wall 1961-1989’. Close to the Western side of the Branden-

burg Gate a row of white crosses reminds passers-by of those 

who died attempting to escape to the West.

A City of New Ideas
In many ways Berlin is a forerunner of new ideas. Th ings that 

happen in this city inspire and aff ect the whole of Germany 

4
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What is the Global Prayer Digest?
Th e Global Prayer Digest is a unique devotion-

al booklet. Each day it gives a glimpse 

of what God is doing around the world 

and what still remains to be done. Daily 

prayer for that still-unfi nished task is at 

the heart of the Adopt-A-People move-

ment. Condensed missionary stories, 

biblical challenges, urgent reports, and 

exciting descriptions of unreached peo-

ples provide a digest of rich fuel for your 

own times of prayer for the world. 

Become a Daily World Christian
Th e Global Prayer Digest is a key tool in a 

movement to help fulfi ll Christ’s com-

mission to make disciples of all the peo-

ples of the earth. Th is movement involves 

a daily discipline of learning, praying, and 

giving to help reach the world’s nearly 

10,000 unreached people groups. Un-

reached peoples are those groups which 

do not yet have a strong church in their 

own cultural and social setting. 

Myanmar, Mothers and the 
Frontier Fellowship Movement
Th e Frontier Fellowship Movement 

is an adaptation of a custom among 

tribal Christians in Burma (now called 

Myanmar) and elsewhere. As the 

mother in each family prepares meals 

for her family, she sets aside a hand-

ful of rice in a special container, and 

prays for their church’s missionaries to 

unreached people groups. Rice from 

families in the church is sold to support 

their frontier missionaries. 

Loose Change Adds Up!
In adapting the Burma Plan to our culture, 

we have simply subsituted loose change 

for rice and have added this educational 

and inspirational Global Prayer Digest. One 

person’s loose change will average about 

$100 per year exclusively for frontier mis-

sions! When the national goal of one mil-

lion Adopt-A-People Prayer Partners is 

reached, that will mean $100 million more 

per year for the frontiers!

Devotional Ideas
How can you make the most of this 
prayer digest:

• Some people use it as a 
supplement to their regular 
devotional time.

• Others enjoy reading and 
praying around the dinner table 
with the entire family.

• We encourage you to gather 
monthly with other Christ 
friends who are involved in this 
movement. 

• Join the “Frontier Fellowship 
movement” (left), a version of 
the Burma Plan, to fi nancially 
support frontier missions.

Every day at the top of the page 
you’ll fi nd the name of an unreached 
people group for which to pray. Th e 
small maps will help you locate the 
day’s feature. 
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I said, “I will confess my 
transgressions to the 
Lord”—and You forgave 
the guilt of my sin. 

As we prepare our hearts 
for Resurrection Sunday, let 
us think about why it was 
necessary for Him to be slain. 
We know that He has vic-
tory over death and the sole 
power to forgive sins because 
of His death and resurrection. 
Because of His sovereignty and 
mercy, He has both the power 
and the will to forgive sinful 
mankind. But what can others 
do that don’t know of His sav-
ing power? Will it be enough 
on the Day of Judgment for 
them to call on the mercy of 
Buddha or the power of Shiva? 
Is it right for us to enjoy His 
forgiveness while others look 
for truth and righteousness in 
the wrong places?

Pray for the unreached 

nations to know that only 

Christ has power to forgive 

sins. Thank the Lord for the 

work of Christ’s ambassa-

dors like Flor, who are calling 

people to repent before the 

Risen Savior.

Ask yourself if you are qualifi ed to do any of 
the following in your city: taking people to 

the doctor, providing phone counseling, teach-
ing German, translating documents, teaching hand 
crafts, or swimming. If so, you can do some of the 
same things as Flor, a Kurdish Muslim-background 
believer in Berlin. 

For over 16 years, Flor has used the humble skills 
God has given her to help Kurdish migrants who are 
struggling in their new homeland. In doing so, Flor 
has demonstrated the love of Christ to people who 
are often not wanted or appreciated. By building on 
love and trust, Muslim Kurds have joined Flor in at-
tending a monthly fellowship meeting and a weekly 
prayer meeting. Each month Flor has a ladies break-
fast meeting where she shares the Word of God.

Some of Flor’s Muslim friends will pray in the Name 
of Jesus with her, and attend all the meetings. One 
has secretly been baptized. But most of them are 
afraid to openly confess Jesus to their families.

Pray for Kurdish women to have the boldness to speak 

out for Christ to their Muslim families. Pray for more 

workers who will lovingly serve with the skills God has 

given them. Pray for the small group of Kurdish be-

lievers to grow in numbers and in the fruit of the Holy 

Spirit.—KC 

Flor-Missionary Biography
Day 1
Psalms 32:5b
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Let all the earth fear the 
Lord; let all the people of 
the world revere Him. 

The Lord wept at Lazarus’ 
tomb (John 11:35). He wept 
over Jerusalem (Luke 19:41). 
He suff ered distress of spirit 
over men’s hardness of heart 
(Mark 3:5). Do you think He 
is grieved today because “all 
the earth” does not fear Him, 
that “all the people of the 
world” do not yet revere Him? 
He bore sin’s penalty—death 
on a cross—for each one! 
Think of it—the only Son of 
God being brutally beaten 
and killed a merciless death 
so that God the Father can 
show mercy! But millions do 
not know this. How that must 
grieve Him! Does it grieve us 
as well? 

Pray that the Holy Spirit 

will make you more sensi-

tive to His yearning for the 

unreached. Pray that He will 

help us to respond to His 

command to go and tell the 

good news of His salvation. 

D erwan looked at his watch, and it read 2:00 
PM; another day wasted in the local teahouse 

with no job, no direction and no future. Several years 
earlier he had applied for German citizenship be-
cause he had no plans to ever return to his homeland 
in Turkey. Now he was thinking about returning. At 
least in Turkey he had family to help him fi nd his way 
in life and to provide a place to live. In Berlin there 
are 5,000 other Zaza Alevis, but those closest to him 
were deported during the 1990s when they took part 
in a highway blockade that turned violent. Th ey were 
protesting the Turkish government’s treatment of 
Kurds in southeastern Turkey. Now he was more or 
less alone, feeling like a stranger.

Derwan does not need to feel as if no one understands 
him. Th e Old and New Testaments are full of lives the 
same as his; never fully home in one land, but unable 
to go back to where they were from. People like Moses, 
Joseph, Daniel, Ruth, and Esther all knew his pre-
dicament. Derwan does not yet know of these names, 
because he has not read the Bible. Th ere is a New 
Testament available in his language, but no one to take 
it to him. Derwan knows no true believers in Jesus.

Pray for followers of Christ to introduce the Zaza Alevi 

Kurds to the Author of Life. Pray for these Kurds to have a 

spiritual breakthrough when they read the New Testament 

in their language.—MB 

Zaza Alevi Kurds in Berlin
Day 2

Psalms 33:8 
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From heaven the Lord looks 
down and sees all mankind. 
He watches all who live on 
earth—He who forms the 
hearts of all.

Does this sound like a God 
who does not care? Does He, 
who sends us out to give His 
good news to every people 
group on earth, not love each 
one? Yes, this is the same God 
who sent His Son to die on 
the cross 2,000 years ago, rise 
from the dead, and ascend to 
the Father. What an awesome 
Savior! Certainly our eff orts in 
the Great Commission cannot 
“pay” Him back, but they are 
what we can do to obey Him.

Pray that God will show 

you how He wants you to 

serve Him.

In his homeland of Iraq, 
Ranj was an educated 

man of high esteem; his 
family was respectable and 
very well connected. In his 
new home of Berlin, he be-
came just another Kurdish 
refugee, another statistic 
of Saddam’s reign of terror. 
However, he was not yet 
as bereft of hope as some 

of his peers. Unlike many of his unemployed friends, 
he owns a small newspaper kiosk and is able to bring 
in some income, albeit a small one. He wishes his 
German were as good as his children’s who do not 
seem to struggle with either German or Sorani.

Ranj has many hopes, dreams and desires. He wants 
to see his people living in a free and democratic na-
tion. He wishes the vivid memories from the war 
would no longer haunt his dreams. Ranj wants a job 
that adequately provides for his family. He would like 
to be known as the esteemed man he was in Iraq. He 
is not just a refugee, victim, or newspaperman, but a 
person whose worth is not determined by the seem-
ingly random circumstances of life.

Pray that the God of all nations will raise up a mis-

sionary team willing to learn Sorani and minister the 

gospel of Jesus Christ to this Kurdish population in 

Berlin. Pray for spiritual openness of the Sorani-speaking 

Kurds.—MB 

Sorani Speaking Kurds in Berlin
Day 3
Psalms 33:13-15 

Kurdish man in Europe
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Why do you look for the 
living among the dead? He 
is not here; He has risen!

What comforting words from 
the angels! The Lord has risen! 
Can anyone else make such 
a claim apart from Jesus, the 
Risen Christ? No one has ever 
risen from the dead except 
from the command of our 
Lord. Upon hearing this good 
news from the angels, the 
women ran to tell others. 
There is a new generation of 
believers in Germany who are 
willing to tell of His resurrec-
tion victory to the unreached. 

Pray for a Holy Spirit-led 

boldness, perseverance and 

love to control the lives of 

European believers who are 

part of Mission-net. This 

month European youths are 

meeting to continue their 

plans. Pray for God to direct 

this meeting to further the 

cause of the unreached. 

In April, 2009 the fi rst mission-net congress took 
place, where over 3000 young Europeans came to-

gether to seek God for their lives and for future direc-
tion. At the congress God was seen in action. More 
than 800 people visited the Mission Advice Center, 
took part in city outreaches, and committed them-
selves to a mission-focused lifestyle. As a result we 
are seeing young people all over Europe taking the 
next steps regarding a cross-cultural mission outreach. 
Th ey are discovering what a mission-focused lifestyle 
might mean for them, and how to serve God in their 
own city, at their campuses, in their jobs, etc. 

Over New Year 2011/12 we will have the next mis-
sion-net congress. In the meantime we want to en-
courage the young people to implement what they 
have learned. We pray they will reach out to the 
people around them, including the unreached people 
groups in their midst. We want them to get to know 
their neighbors, people in the gym, businessmen from 
foreign countries, and others.

Mission-net can be an important step in mobilizing 
youth for missionary work to unreached people groups 
throughout the world. Until the next congress we will 
also work to build national movements where mission 
agencies and youth organizations and churches can 
network. We will encourage young people to make 
godly decisions on how they can motivate and live out 
a mission-focused lifestyle within their own culture. 
For more information, go to: www.mission-net.org

Pray for the Holy Spirit to help these young believers to 

stay focused on the mission God has given them.—ER

Mission-net
Day 4

Luke 24:5b-6a



10

Whoever has will be given 
more; whoever does not 
have, even what he thinks he 
has will be taken from him.

This is a scary thought! We are 
stewards of what God has giv-
en us. If we don’t use what He 
has given us for His Kingdom, 
we may fi nd ourselves losing 
what He has invested in us. 
Many of the churches that 
Paul planted were in what is 
now Turkey. The Church was 
once strong there, but they 
were wiped out with the 
advent of Islam hundreds of 
years ago. Ever since that time, 
Turkish believers have been 
struggling to survive.

Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

open the hearts of Turkish 

Muslims to Christ, and use 

them to re-establish fellow-

ships of Turkish believers..

A hmed recalls what 
it was like 40 years 

ago when he fi rst came 
to Berlin from Turkey. 
He sought work; Berlin 
sought workers. A few 
years of work, a little 
money saved out of what 
he sent home to his par-
ents, and he would re-

turn home to Turkey. He returned to Turkey to fi nd 
a bride, and then brought her to Berlin. Now with 
children and grandchildren, he is a successful worker 
living comfortably as he nears retirement.

He is not alone; there are some 200,000 Turks like 
him in Berlin. Most are Sunni Muslim, although 
some also practice Sufi sm. Not all are successful, 
however. But he wonders after 40 years why he still 
does not feel welcome, why he is not quite German, 
why “integration” passed him by. His son, who gave 
up his Turkish citizenship to become German, feels 
the same way. 

Ahmed feels more marginalized now than when he fi rst 
arrived since “honor killings” within Turkish families 
have hit the news. If only there were a solution!

Th ere is Christian work among Turks of Berlin. Th e 
Presbyterians, Turkish radio Bible broadcasts, and 
Turkish World Outreach off er the solution: citizen-
ship in heaven through faith in Jesus. 

Pray for these eff orts. Pray for more missionaries to Turks 

in Berlin, and for Germany’s churches to share God’s love 

with Turkish immigrants. Pray that the few Turkish be-

lievers in Germany will soon become a bridge to Christ 

among their Muslim neighbors.—TP

Turks in Berlin
Day 5
Luke 10:18b

Turks hard at work in Berlin
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For the love of Christ 
controls us, having 
concluded this, that one 
died for all, therefore 
all died; and He died for 
all, that they who live 
should no longer live for 
themselves, but for Him 
who died and rose again on 
their behalf. 

There may be many reasons 
why people want to serve 
Turks and see them come 
to Christ. But love for God is 
one motivation that should 
be at the center of all we do. 
Service must come from a 
heart of love. (1 Cor. 13) God’s 
love needs to control us. Does 
love for God motivate you to 
serve the unreached peoples 
through prayer?

Pray that love will dominate 

the lives of people like 

Yilmaz who now reach 

out to often unresponsive 

Muslims in Berlin.

I t would be accurate to describe Yilmaz as “twice 
converted.” He was born in Turkey as a Muslim, 

but at the young age of 16, he became an atheist by 
choice. In 1993, he moved from Turkey to Berlin 
where it is much safer to not adhere to Islam. For the 
next seven years, Yilmaz turned his back on God 
and anything having to do with religion. Th e God he 
rejected had other ideas, and He used Christians to 
redirect Yilmaz.

In Berlin, Yilmaz had contact with neighbors who 
were following Christ, the One Muslims call Isa. It 
took time, but eventually Yilmaz wanted his life to 
change like his “Christian” neighbors. Th is neighbor 
gave Yilmaz a Bible in Turkish, and he eagerly read 
the New Testament for the next year and a half.

One day Luke 23: 24 struck him. He read about 
Jesus praying to God as a “Father” and asking Him 
to extend forgiveness to those responsible for His 
crucifi xion. Yilmaz then knew that He wanted a 
relationship with Isa, the Great Forgiver. 

Yilmaz now has a book table in Berlin that off ers 
Christian books in Turkish. Some Turkish Muslims 
have been openly hostile, while others engage him with 
friendly discussions. He also visits prisons where he takes 
part in worship, and off ers Bible studies in Turkish. 

Pray for Holy Spirit-directed wisdom and discernment for 

Yilmaz as he discusses eternal issues with Turks. Pray that 

Yilmaz will fi nd more time to share Christ with the Turks 

in Berlin.—KC

Yilmaz—Missionary Biography
Day 6

2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NAS)
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The crowd listened to Paul 
until he said this. 

When Paul mentioned Jesus 
and Stephen, the mob didn’t 
get angry. But when he de-
clared that God had called 
him to go to the Gentiles, 
they went ballistic. Jesus had 
provoked the same reaction 
in the synagogue at Nazareth 
by affi  rming God’s care for for-
eigners. How easy it is to allow 
natural pride and prejudice to 
blind us to the inclusive grace 
of the Heavenly Father! Could 
such attitudes be making it 
more diffi  cult for German 
believers to reach out to the 
Yemeni Arabs in their midst? 

Pray that the Lord will al-

low no obstacles in their 

hearts that might stop them 

from completing the Great 

Commission to the strangers 

in their midst.

From the 1970s 
through the 1980s, 

Yemeni Arabs trained in 
East Germany as doc-
tors, taking advantage of 
the close diplomatic ties 
that country had with 
Yemen. At that time, both 
Germany and Yemen were 
divided nations along 
Communist and non-
Communist lines. Since 
the fall of Communism, 
both nations have been 
re-united. Most of the 
Yemeni medical profes-
sionals chose to stay and 

work in Germany; only about fi ve percent returned to 
Yemen. Th ey have kept their traditions and practic-
es as Muslims. We know little else about those who 
moved from Yemen to Germany. 

Currently there are probably about 500 Yemeni 
students in Berlin, half of whom are studying on 
scholarships. Aside from the religious and lifestyle 
diff erences, these students also face the diffi  culties 
of social distance and lack of personal contact with 
ethnic Germans. Th ere has been little personal in-
teraction between the Yemeni and German students. 
Reaching Yemenis presents the German Church 
with an opportunity and a challenge.

Pray that God would change the hearts of both Germans 

and Yemenis so that they will form meaningful relation-

ships with one another. Pray that social and political dif-

ferences will cease to be divisive issues. Pray that, while 

they are away from their homeland, Yemenis will receive 

signifi cant contact with the gospel.—JR

Yemeni Arabs in Berlin
Day 7
Acts 22:22 
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Dr. Salim’s Ministry in Berlin
Day 8

John 21:24 

Salim, a young 
Palestinian Arab 

boy, knew better than 
to ask his teacher. Yet 
the more he read about 
his Islamic religion, the 
more he wondered. Why 
are women treated so 
poorly? If Christians and 
Jews are “people of the 

book,” then why are we supposed to kill them in a ji-
had? At age 18, Salim went to East Germany to study 
medicine in Berlin. Th inking himself to be a free 
thinker, he adopted the religion of the Communist 
Germans: atheism. 

Something happened eight years later that shook his 
atheistic beliefs. He was a medical doctor dealing with 
a humanly impossible situation. In desperation, he 
cried out to the “unknown God” for a miracle. God 
did the miraculous, so Salim began a spiritual journey 
in the Qur’an. It took another seven years, but Salim 
found the Prophet Isa (Jesus) to be the one he was 
looking for all along. Th is prophet became his savior!

After the fall of the Berlin Wall, Dr. Salim started a 
dispensary in eastern Berlin for the glory of Christ. 
He leads the only evangelical Arabic fellowship in 
Berlin. He often speaks on an Arabic Christian TV 
station, and networks with others in Europe who want 
to reach Arabic-speaking Muslims for the Savior. 
Some of these people are enthusiastic about his work, 
while others are hostile. He has had death threats 
from radical Muslims. 

Pray for strong fellowships for the 50,000 Arabic-speakers 

in Berlin. Pray for more workers for this largely untouched 

people group.—KC

This is the disciple who 
testifi es to these things and 
who wrote them down. We 
know that his testimony 
is true.

In this verse we have the as-
surance by John, an eyewit-
ness, that this gospel is true. 
Dr. Salim was once a skeptic of 
anything that smacked of re-
ligion. But after hearing about 
the Prophet Isa (perhaps from 
the Gospel of John) he knew 
that the testimony of the Bible 
is true. Are there others who 
would accept this testimony of 
John if they had the chance? 
Could it be that your testimo-
ny might convince someone 
to put his or her trust in the 
risen Savior?

Pray that by the Holy Spirit, 

the hearts and minds of 

those we pray for this month 

will be willing to accept 

John’s testimony as true, and 

spread this testimony to the 

nations. Pray that each of us 

will have the courage to tell 

other people what Jesus has 

done in our lives.

Dr. Salim
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Paul then stood up in the 
meeting of the Areopagus 
and said: “Men of Athens! 
I see that in every way you 
are very religious.”

Throughout the world, mis-
sionaries encounter members 
of unreached people groups 
who are “very religious,” just 
like the people of Athens. Is 
“being religious” a step in the 
right direction? In this case, it 
didn’t seem to be since only 
a few became followers as a 
result of Paul’s preaching. But 
in today’ reading, we meet 
religious members of Islam’s 
Ahmadiyya sect. Compare 
them with the secular human-
ists we often encounter in 
Western nations like Germany. 
Unlike their secularized neigh-
bors, Ahmadiyyas strongly 
believe in a God of Creation 
and the prophethood of Jesus. 
Perhaps their own doctrines 
are a starting point. 

Pray that the Lord will lead 

today’s workers to the “reli-

gious” people who are sin-

cerely looking for truth and 

righteousness.

T he imam 
beamed as 

the news reporter 
interviewed him. 

“Our ‘Ahmadiyya 
Muslim Community 
Mosque’ opened on 
October 16th, 2008. 
It is our religious 

and social center. Th is year (2009) we opened our fi rst 
Islamic imam training school that consists of a six-year 
program. We can take up to 68 students, and currently 
29 have enrolled. We have long needed this school so 
we can produce imams who understand the German 
context and who can cater to Berlin’s Muslim popula-
tion in the German language.”

Th e founder of Ahmadiyya Islam was Mirza Ahmad 
(1835-1908) from India. He claimed to have fulfi lled 
the prophecies concerning the Second Coming of 
Jesus and to be the promised Islamic Madhi (Guided 
One) and Messiah.

After he died, the Ahmadiyya group divided. One group, 
the “Ahmadiyya Muslim Community” believed that 
Ahmad was the Prophet and all mainstream Muslims 
who rejected him were unbelievers. Th e other group, the 

“Lahore Ahmadiyyas” believed that there was no prophet 
but Muhammad and viewed themselves as a reform move-
ment who should be the leaders of all Ahmadiyyas. Imam 
Sadr-ud-Din was one of their missionaries who went to 
Berlin in 1922. He built the Berlin Mosque and translated 
the Qur’an into German. Other Muslim sects reject both 
Ahmadiyya groups. Ahmadiyyas are usually well educated 
and wealthy. Th ey attempt to evangelize other groups.

Pray that strong followers of Christ will be trained to 

reach the Ahmadiyyas with God’s Word so they will know 

and accept the true Messiah who died to pay for their 

sins.—PD

Ahmadiyya Muslims in Berlin 
Day 9
Acts 17:22 

Berlin’s Ahmadiyya mosque
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No man can redeem the life 
of another or give to God a 
ransom for him—the ran-
som for a life is costly, no 
payment is ever enough…

It is very diffi  cult for any de-
vout Muslim to accept Christ’s 
redemption on the cross as the 
key to forgiveness of sin. Most 
Sunni Muslims deny the cruci-
fi xion, though they understand 
that the God of Creation is the 
One whom they must go to for 
forgiveness. By not under-
standing the depth of their sin, 
they resort to self-righteous-
ness and unforgiveness. As a 
result, blood feuds may last 
for generations. The results are 
tragic for the Pushtuns and for 
their neighbors.

Pray for Muslim Pushtuns 

everywhere to seek out and 

fi nd their only redeemer. 

Pray for Pushtuns in Berlin to 

fi nd the redemptive work of 

Christ to be the source of for-

giveness and reconciliation 

between man and God, and 

between all those who are in 

bondage to self-righteous-

ness and unforgiveness.

“I came to Berlin in 1989 
from Kabul with my 

wife and three kids. I’m 
Pushtun, and the Taliban 
wanted me to join their 
army. Now we are all 
German citizens. My kids 
are receiving a university 
education, and I make a 
fair living driving my own 
taxi. Many Afghans had to 
go home and most of the 
ones who came as refugees 
now cannot get work per-
mits. Th ey live on a small 
amount of money given by 
the German government. 

Each day they wonder if the government will send 
them back. Th ey have not adjusted to Germany. It is 
especially hard for a Pushtun to return to Afghanistan 
because we are looked at as traitors. For a Pushtun 
that means they might as well be dead.”

Pushtuns are known in their culture for an unwritten 
code of ethics called “the way of the Pushtun.” It is a 
blend of practices that includes hospitality, protection, 
right of fugitives to seek refuge, the right of revenge, 
and persistence. Th ey are fi erce fi ghters for Islam, 
which led them to become the leaders of the Taliban. 
Th eir wars have brought hardship to Afghanistan. 
Th eir current population in Germany is about 25,000. 

Pray that God will send His messengers to the Pushtuns 

in Berlin so they will come to know Him, His Word, and 

fi nally receive the peace of mind, heart and soul for which 

they search.—PD

Pushtuns in Berlin
Day 10

Psalms 49:7-8 
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I have food to eat that you 
know nothing about.

At fi rst glace, this verse can 
leave us with the impression 
that Jesus was in such a good 
mood after talking with the 
Samaritan woman that he 
made an overstatement. This 
was no overstatement. By ad-
dressing her needs, Jesus was 
refreshed in a way the disciples 
knew nothing about. Doing the 
will of His Father, and fi nishing 
His work, was what truly satis-
fi ed and sustained Him. We 
can rejoice with those involved 
with Together for Berlin that 
they are doing the work of 
Christ and being refreshed in 
the process.

Thank the Lord for Together 

for Berlin.

Twenty-one years ago a fall was heard round the 
world – the Berlin Wall fell after more than 

20 years of dividing a city and a country. Th e fall of 
Communism in the city opened the door for new 
freedoms, and Christianity could once again take 
root and grow in what had recently been hostile soil.

Today Christian Berliners are uniting in a com-
mon cause: “Together for Berlin,” is a Christian net-
work whose goal is to reach the city for Christ. As 
Berlin has been impacted by separation and distrust 
in past decades, (both politically and spiritually) the 
small number of believing Christians and life-giving 
churches face a great challenge. In 2002 leaders from 
various denominations and para-church organiza-
tions established an interdenominational network 
called “Together for Berlin” to join in common prayer 
and mutual trust to serve the city. Th eir goal was to 
reach all areas of society in the city with the gospel of 
Christ. Th ey felt that their diff erences complemented 
and enriched one another. Since that time they have 
built up a network of task forces for common action. 
Th ey include prison ministry, Muslim youth ministry, 
eff orts to combat poverty, etc. Th e task forces especial-
ly focus on unreached people groups and subcultures.

Pray that “Together for Berlin” will experience a grow-

ing unity among believers in committed prayer and 

coordinated actions. Pray that God will use them to in-

stigate greater eff orts to reach the unreached peoples of 

Berlin.—JS

Together for Berlin
Day 11
John 4:32
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Still others, like seed sown 
among thorns, hear the Word; 
but the worries of this life, the 
deceitfulness of wealth and 
the desires for other things 
come in and choke the Word, 
making it unfruitful.

At one time, Albanian cul-
ture choked out the Word 
through the deceitfulness 
of Communist materialism. 
They went so far as to declare 
themselves an “atheist” state 
in the name of this materi-
alistic political system. But a 
new day has come now that 
Communism has failed. Will 
the Albanian believers bring 
truth to those who still don’t 
know about Christ?

Pray for Albanian believers 

in Germany to understand 

His Word, so that they won’t 

get distracted by wealth and 

material things like those 

from previous generations. 

Pray that they will remem-

ber the Great Commission!

Five-year-old Agron 
climbed up on his 

grandfather’s lap with a 
copy of a book. “Read to 
me, Grandpa,” he said. 
Besim, his grandfather, 
looked at the text and said, 
“Sorry, it’s in German. I 
can make things up and tell 
you the story in Albanian.” 
Both of them laughed. 

After a pause, Agron asked, 
“What was it like when you 
fi rst came to Berlin?” Th e 
smile left Besim’s face, and 
he looked into the distance. 
“I came here 30 years ago, 

because I needed work. I worked in a Berlin factory as 
what was called a guest worker. About 10 years ago, 
many more Albanians came here from a country called 
Yugoslavia that no longer exists. Th ey were not allowed 
to work for a long time, so I had to help some of them 
pay their rent. Now they can work, and things are much 
better. It was worth the wait. But we will still have to 
wait before we can read this book in Albanian.” He 
tickled the boy’s side, and Agron giggled.

Th ough most Albanians have a Muslim background, some 
have heard the gospel and accepted Christ in Berlin.

Pray that the Albanians who have embraced the Savior 

will be used by Him to share the gospel with Albanians in 

Germany and Albania. Pray for an outpouring of the Holy 

Spirit on Albanian communities that will lead them to 

Christ.—KC

Kosovo Albanians in Berlin
Day 12

Mark 4:18
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He will judge the world in 
righteousness; He will govern 
the peoples with justice. 

This is a great example of the 
“not yet” verses of the Bible. God 
is a perfect judge, and He will 
govern with perfect righteous-
ness. But for the time being, 
we still have to contend with 
injustice coming from man’s 
sinfulness and Satan’s deceit. As 
a result, people like the Bosnians 
mentioned in today’s reading, 
must endure hardships at the 
hands of oppressors.

Pray that the Lord will 

speed the day when His 

righteousness and justice 

will fi ll the earth. 

“I saw it all – 
women cry-

ing… men shot 
down in front of 
my eyes…. I don’t 
know why this hor-
ror has happened! I 
only know I’m still 
fi lled with anger, 

pain and sorrow like so many of my people. Where 
is Allah?” Fikret, a Muslim Bosnian, expressed his 
deepest emotions to a Christian aid worker regard-
ing the devastating attacks against his people at the 
hands of the Serbians.

During the war times many Bosnian refugees came 
to Germany and Berlin. Th ey faced frustrating im-
migration problems. Some had to return home, oth-
ers could stay for only six months or less. Berlin was 
even more restrictive than the rest of Germany. 

In 2005 a new law said that traumatized Bosnians 
could stay if there was no way to get help and sup-
port back in Bosnia. But as soon as their problems 
were resolved, they had to return. For others it was a 
little better. If they could fi nd work and earn enough 
money, they could stay.

Bosnians were uncertain about how long they would 
be allowed to remain in Germany. With Berlin’s high 
unemployment rate, Bosnian immigrants face the 
almost insurmountable challenge of fi nding work. A 
serious handicap for believers trying to reach these 
immigrants for Christ is that these Muslims suff ered 
at the hands of so-called Christian Serbs.

Pray for a healing from the past and for an openness to 

follow the loving Christ, who is nothing like the Serbian 

tormenters.—JS

Bosnian Muslims in Berlin
Day 13
Psalms 9:8
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…you have fi lled Jerusalem 
with your teaching. 

Chapters fi ve and six of Acts 
yield several indications that 
the apostles were obedient to 
the Lord’s command to be His 
witnesses in Jerusalem. The 
number of disciples was quick-
ly getting very large (6:1, 6:7)! 
But what about the rest of the 
Lord’s command? Had He not 
said they should go beyond 
Jerusalem? Yes! How easy it is 
to become absorbed in issues 
close to home and thereby for-
get the needs of other peoples 
in other places. Though there 
are many German missionar-
ies in other parts of the world, 
there are also many working 
among the unreached peoples 
in their own urban centers. 
Are you aware of the un-
reached people groups in your 
city or town?’

Pray that people in our cities 

will reach those without the 

gospel in their midst.

What city in Europe is the most popular for 
Indonesian students to study and pursue a 

degree in technical subjects? It is Berlin. Th is city is 
now home to about 1,500 Indonesians, and 650 of 
these are students.

Indonesians are comprised of many ethnic groups, 
and most are Muslims. However, a good number of 
ethnic Chinese from Indonesia are Christians, but 
they are not accepted by the Muslim Indonesians. 
Th e Chinese have adjusted to Berlin’s culture far bet-
ter than other Indonesians.

It is a lonely time for these students. It will usually 
take them six to seven years to complete their educa-
tion since most of them have to supplement the money 
their parents send with part-time work to cover their 
living costs. Th is usually means working in factories.

Most of the students are nominal Muslims. Th ey stick 
to themselves, eating together in their student hostels, 
playing sports among themselves, and having little or 
no contact with Germans. For this reason even after 
six or seven years in Germany, their standard of con-
versational German is often low. Th ey have shown 
little interest in the gospel or in attending meetings of 
the Indonesian students of Chinese origin.

Pray for God to raise up the right people to reach out to the 

Muslim Indonesians. Pray for key Indonesian students to 

have the life changing experience of knowing the Risen 

Lord.—JS

Muslim Indonesians in Berlin
Day 14
Acts 5:28 
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Many women were there, 
watching from a distance. 
They had followed Jesus 
from Galilee to care for His 
needs. Among them were 
Mary Magdalene…

It is a very sad thing when a 
woman loses all of her dignity 
and falls into prostitution. But 
such women, like the one we 
read about today, can fi nd 
comfort in the fact that one of 
Jesus’ key followers was Mary 
Magdalene, a former prosti-
tute. Though one might lose 
their family and community 
because of this degrading pro-
fession, there is always room 
for repentance at the cross!

Pray that the Muslim 

Azerbaijanis will fi nd that in 

Christ, there is always room 

for one more sinner at the 

foot of the cross.

Long ago Nasiba 
left her home in 

Azerbaijan expecting a 
better life in Berlin. She 
thought, “Th is city will be 
the place where my dreams 
will come true.” Instead, 
she ended up struggling 
to provide for herself. Her 
Muslim faith did not pre-
pare her for life in Berlin.

Within a short time Nasiba 
found herself living the 
secret life of a prostitute. 
Th is way of life was unac-
ceptable to her family and 
her community. When 

the Shi’ite Muslims in her neighborhood found out 
about her secret life she was in danger. If she desired 
to stay in Berlin, the only thing left for her to do was 
to leave her community and live in the streets. She 
packed one small bag and quietly left her home in 
the middle of the night. She knew she would never 
return to the Muslim community she loved.

Th ough the Azerbaijanis are not the only ones to deal 
with prostitution and other vices, it is especially diffi  -
cult for them. Th eir women are expected to display the 
virtue of their Shi’ite Muslim religion. Ironically, this 
is the branch of Islam that allows for a “temporary” 
marriage, which is a thinly veiled form of prostitution.

Pray for Azerbaijani women living in darkness in the 

streets of Berlin. Ask the Lord to send Christians who 

will share with them the life-giving message of Christ 

and assist them in fi nding the abundant life that He in-

tends for them.—NW

Azerbaijanis in Berlin
Day 15
Matthew 27:55-56a
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Throw out your net on the 
right side of the boat and 
you will fi nd some. 

The disciples thought that all 
was lost, so they returned 
to the lake to re-start their 

“career” in the fi shing business. 
Then Jesus came along to put 
them back on track. Today, 
many Iranians are disillu-
sioned with the radical Shi’ite 
Islam propagated by the 
Iranian government. Iranians 
in Berlin may be discour-
aged by poor job prospects. 
But Jesus off ers a purpose to 
those who will have the faith 
to throw out their nets.

Pray that the Iranians in 

Berlin will see God’s purpose 

for their lives and get on 

board with Christ’s purposes.

Day 16
John 21:6 

Ebrahimi gently lifted his wife’s chin and looked 
into her sad eyes. “Try to be happy. We are in 

a country that treats us well. Th ere are many Iranian 
goods to make us feel at home. We have applied for 
asylum, and perhaps I will fi nd work soon.” His wife’s 
tears fell onto his hand cupping her face. 

She replied, “But what if they send us back? You do 
not have permission to work, so what if you cannot 
fi nd employment, even with all your education? If they 
send us back we will be imprisoned or worse.”

It is estimated 24,000 Iranians live in Germany. Many 
are exiles seeking asylum. Some sink into depression, 
fearing forced return if their application is not accept-
ed. Th eir political views are being shaped into social-
ist or Communist ways of thinking, and many have 
rejected the existence of God as they slip into this new 
political arena.

Pray that the Iranian believers would not be forced to re-

turn to their homeland, and would be a strong voice for 

Christ and the gospel among their people during this tran-

sitional time. Pray that many Iranians in Germany would 

turn to Christ with all of their hearts. Pray that God will 

reveal Himself to the Iranians, and that they will realize 

that following Jesus is not part of a religious or political 

system like they just escaped from, but is truly the source of 

the abundant life they seek.—PE

Iranians (Persians) in Germany
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All have turned aside, they 
have together become 
corrupt; there is no one who 
does good, not even one.

What a reminder of the true 
nature of man! We are all sin-
ners, and we all need a savior, 
no matter how “good” we 
may appear. God has provided 
only one way out of this help-
less dilemma. The only Savior, 
Jesus Christ, paid for every sin. 
How all the nations need to 
hear of His salvation!

Pray that Palestinian Arabs 

will hear and respond to the 

only One who has provided a 

way out of our sin-dilemma. 

Pray for Palestinian believers 

to share His good news with 

those who don’t yet believe.

1948 was the birth year of the state of Israel, but 
for nearly 800,000 Palestinians it meant reloca-

tion to the ends of the earth. Approximately 8,000 
are in Germany, refusing to assimilate into German 
culture, and passing their refugee status down from 
generation to generation. Permission to stay is given 
in six-month increments. No nation wants to accept 
them, including Arab countries, because they are 
viewed as troublemakers and brutal criminals.

Th ese Palestinians are in a constant state of uncer-
tainty, without work permits, and unable to live nor-
mal lives. Tragic and frightening memories of bomb-
ings and other traumatic experiences haunt them. 
Th eir fear and anger are passed to their children 
along with their refugee status.

Th ough there are some Christians among this 
Arabic-speaking population, almost all of the 
Palestinians in Germany are Sunni Muslims.

Pray for wisdom for the German government to help 

these people, especially the young men, to fi nd their role in 

German society. Pray that local believers will reach out 

with love and patience to befriend and minister recon-

ciliation to the troubled hearts of Palestinian Muslims in 

Germany. Pray that salvation through Jesus Christ will 

be accepted by many and the peace that passes under-

standing will reign in their hearts and minds as a wit-

ness of God’s goodness to all around them.—PE

Palestinians In Berlin
Day 17
Psalms 14:3
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Do you not say, “Four months 
more and then the harvest”? 
I tell you, open your eyes, and 
look at the fi elds! They are 
ripe for harvest.

Jesus likened the spiritual re-
sponsiveness of the Samaritan 
woman and her community 
to fi elds ripe for immediate 
harvest by alert workers. These 
words to His disciples are still 
applicable for us today. Are our 
eyes opened? Are we eagerly 
looking for ripe harvests, or 
do they catch us unaware? In 
today’s reading, we fi nd out 
about Muslim children who are 
open to the things of Christ. 
Even some of their Muslim par-
ents are willing to participate 
in Christmas and Easter events. 
Isn’t this an example of a wait-
ing harvest fi eld?

Pray that the Church’s eyes 

will be open to see how 

to bring in the complete 

harvest.

Berlin, a city known for her infamous wall, still has 
invisible walls dividing people groups, but in one 

instance the walls are tumbling down just like Jericho! 
Some believers in Berlin have left the comforts of their 
churches to open their hearts and hands to migrant 
Muslim children at their doorstep. Th ey have rented 
space, and off er help with homework, computer skills 
and language lessons. Th ey off er games, gymnastics 
and excursions out of the city to play in nature.

Th e parents appreciate their eff orts and have learned 
to trust them, even participating in Christmas and 
Easter presentations. Th e parents express admira-
tion for the high moral standards they see lived out in 
these pioneer workers. 

Th ere are signifi cant challenges for these cross-cul-
tural workers. Th ey must quickly understand how to 
address cultural diff erences so as to not off end and end 
a relationship that might have taken years to cultivate. 
Th ey must also deal with false rumors spread to attack 
their reputations.

Give thanks to God for the great work that is being ac-

complished, and pray that a great harvest of souls will be 

brought forth from the eff ort. Pray fervently for the walls 

to fall between the precious migrant Muslim people in 

Berlin and the Christians who love them and seek only 

good for them. Pray for protection for the workers’ bod-

ies, minds and spirits. Pray they will be encouraged, their 

ranks will grow, needs will be met, and their vision will 

bear much fruit.—PE

Work Among Muslim Children 
Day 18
John 4:35 
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A n estimated 100,000 of them fought bravely for 
their country in World War I. Many received 

awards for their courageous actions. Some 12,000 
gave their lives in battle. Th en something changed.

Of the hundreds of thousands of Jews living in 
Germany during the second World War, an estimat-
ed l70,000 resided in Berlin. Part of the anti-Semi-
tism that swept through the nation was a campaign 
of propaganda that portrayed Jews as “shirkers.” Th e 
memory of brave Jewish soldiers was wiped from the 
public consciousness.

After WWII, there were very few Jews left in 
Berlin. Th ose who survived still faced lingering 
discrimination. It wasn’t until after the Berlin Wall 
came down in l989 that the Jewish community began 
to recover. Today, the Jewish population in Berlin 
includes approximately 15,000 people and more than 
10 synagogues.

What turned the tide? Persistent prayer, national re-
pentance and God’s faithful love for His people. 

Pray for the Jews of Berlin to see and appreciate the 

miracle that God has done in their lives. Ask Him to 

remind them of the blessing that rests on their communi-

ties and families, and to direct their spiritual eyes to the 

source of that blessing. Pray for their hearts to be softened 

and their ears to be open to the loving call of their Creator, 

Redeemer and Sustainer. Ask the Holy Spirit to move 

among them, drawing them and enabling them to come to 

faith in Yeshua.—CL

Jews in Berlin
Day 19
Acts 13:47 

For this is what the Lord 
has commanded us: “I 
have made you a light for 
the Gentiles, that you may 
bring salvation to the ends 
of the earth.”

In this verse, Paul reminds the 
Jews of their purpose in the 
Kingdom of God. The Jews 
have always been a central 
part of God’s plan, though 
they have often strayed from 
it. Today, Jewish people are 
returning to Berlin, a city that 
persecuted them 70 years 
ago. Will they rise to the an-
cient challenge given by God 
Himself?

Pray for a huge harvest of 

Christ followers among the 

Jewish communities of Berlin 

that will spread to many of 

the other 180 ethnic groups 

in this city.
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…there is no other name 
under heaven given to men 
by which we must be saved.

The Druze religion is an eclec-
tic mix of various borrowed 
ideas. To many, it seems to be 
the best of everything. The 
Druze are not alone in ap-
proaching spirituality as one 
approaches a buff et table. 
But the One who created the 
universe, the author of the 
Bible, tells us that only Jesus 
can save. 

Pray that the “open minded” 

Druze people will soon learn 

that the only option for spiri-

tual salvation is found in 

none other than Jesus Christ.

What do you get when you mix Islam with Greek 
philosophy, gnosticism, and Christianity? Th e 

answer is a religion known as Druze. 

Most Druze adherents live in Lebanon, Syria and 
Israel, but many have migrated to Europe, and there 
is a sizeable community in Berlin. Th ough they are 
often believed to be an off shoot of Islam, they do not 
consider themselves to be Muslim. Druze adherents 
do not follow the fi ve pillars of Islam and keep the 
major tenets of their faith secret. Th e major principles 
governing their lives are honesty, loyalty, respect, and 
servanthood. Because they have been persecuted and 
ostracized by other religious groups, the Druze seldom 
allow converts and do not seek to promote their beliefs 
through evangelism. Th ey maintain their numbers by 
intermarrying with others from their religion.

Like Islamic “Twelvers,” the Druze expect a Mahdi 
or “guided one” to appear and lead the world to peace. 
Th ey also follow many of the prophets, including 
Abraham, Noah, Moses, and even Jesus. Yet they do 
not practice prayer and do not understand the concept 
of a personal relationship with God. Many are practic-
ing atheists or agnostics.

Pray for the veil to be removed from the eyes of these spiri-

tual wanderers. Ask God to guide their hungry, but dis-

satisfi ed hearts into a relationship with the only one who 

can satisfy their longing: Jesus Christ. Ask the Lord of the 

Harvest to send laborers to prepare the ground, plant seeds, 

and spend their lives harvesting spiritual fruit among the 

Druze.—CL

Druze in Berlin
Day 20 
Acts 4:12 
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Why do you call me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ and do not do what 
I say?

When we invite people to 
become part of the Kingdom 
of God, we usually mention 
Christ’s salvation and His 
lordship. They need faith that 
Jesus is the savior. But they 
also need the faith to obey 
Him. Lordship means just that; 
Jesus is the Lord, or “boss” 
so to speak, of His followers. 
We are calling the nations to 
a purposeful obedience that 
brings spiritual transformation 
to both the individual and the 
communities that they aff ect. 

Pray that this very month, 

the Japanese in Berlin will 

learn that Jesus is far more 

than a good man, but the 

true lord of all.

Hans and Koichi stood near the Brandenburg 
Gate as a cheering crowd celebrated. Twenty 

years ago, in 1989, the Berlin Wall was torn down. 
For a moment the two teenage boys stood in silence. 
Koichi then asked, “Didn’t your parents live in the 
east?” Hans replied, “Yes, until they escaped to the 
west.” Koichi, who was from Japan, gave his German 
friend a puzzled look. He then asked, “Why did they 
fl ee from the east?” “Because we weren’t allowed to 
worship Jesus freely.” Hans saw Koichi’s puzzled look 
and sensed that he’d never heard of Jesus Christ. It’s 
now 20 years later, and most of the Japanese in Berlin 
are still in Koichi’s spiritual condition.

Since 1989 many Japanese companies have opened 
offi  ces in Berlin. Trade between the two countries 
has boomed since the reunifi cation of Germany in 
1989. Many Japanese now live and work in Berlin. 
Entire families now live in that city and their chil-
dren go to German schools. Many of these children 
have never heard of Jesus Christ. Like their coun-
trymen in Japan, many Japanese in Germany are 
Buddhists, at least nominally. Materialism is also a 
problem with this people group. 

Pray that God would lead Christian teachers to work at 

German schools that enroll many Japanese students. Ask 

God to open doors for such teachers to witness to these 

Japanese students and their parents. Pray that God would 

break the hold that Buddhism and materialism have on 

this people group.—WK

Japanese Buddhists in Berlin
Day 21
Luke 6:46
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Then the people began to 
plead with Jesus to leave 
their region.

At one time, what is now 
North Korea was called “the 
Jerusalem of the East” be-
cause of the responsiveness 
to the gospel. Then when 
Communism came, believers 
were either killed or exiled. 
It seemed that Jesus had left 
their region. But He is still 
waiting outside the door, 
knocking, and patiently wait-
ing for the North Koreans to 
answer. In this failed state, 
people fl ee whenever they 
can to China, South Korea or 
even far-away Germany. Jesus 
has not left these regions. 

Pray that the North Koreans 

in Berlin will answer when 

Christ knocks.

They were a group of 
college students liv-

ing in a dormitory on the 
grounds of the North 
Korean Embassy in Berlin. 
Each day a bus took them 
to and from the colleges 
they attended. Th e students 
knew they were being con-
stantly watched. Not all of 
their “guards” wore uni-
forms. All of the students 
suspected that some of their 
numbers were actually in-
formers working for the se-
cret police. Being constant-
ly watched, the students felt 

isolated, unable to trust anyone. Th ey wondered why 
their government was so afraid.

In recent years North Korea has sent groups of stu-
dents to German colleges so they could learn Western 
technical skills. Years of hard line Communist rule 
has left North Korea way behind the West in many 
technical fi elds. But the North Korean govern-
ment fears that their students would be infl uenced by 
Germany’s culture of prosperity and freedom. Th ey 
especially fear the infl uence of Christianity, an illegal 
religion in North Korea. 

Pray that God would open doors for believers to witness 

to the North Korean students now living in Berlin. Ask 

God to lead Christians to take jobs in the schools attended 

by these students. Pray that God would open the hearts of 

these students to the message of salvation. Fear of per-

secution is a huge obstacle; pray that they will overcome 

fear.—WK

North Koreans in Berlin
Day 22 
Mark 5:17
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I tell you the truth, I have 
not found anyone in Israel 
with such great faith.

Who had such great faith? A 
Roman (Gentile) centurion. 
How ironic was Jesus’ discov-
ery! One outside the Jewish 
nation, and isolated from the 
revelation Israel had received, 
had greater faith than those 
inside Israel. Likewise, German 
missionaries today might 
fi nd the Mongolians in their 
midst to be more responsive 
to the gospel than their fellow 
countrymen who have had the 
gospel for centuries, yet turn to 
alternative religions. 

Pray that we will see the 

responsive peoples as God 

sees them, and act out of 

obedience.

T he middle-aged 
Mongolian man sold 

cigarettes from a cart he 
pushed down the busy 
Berlin sidewalk. He kept 
looking over his shoulder 
to make sure he wasn’t be-
ing watched by the police. 
He was selling illegal tax-
free cigarettes. Th is was 
the only job he could get 
because he was an illegal 
immigrant. Years ago he’d 
come to East Germany to 
attend college. But in 1989 
Communism collapsed 
and East Germany ceased 

to exist, leaving him in legal limbo. Th e government 
that had given him permission to study in Berlin no 
longer existed. 

A young man handed the Mongolian vendor a tract. 
“Have you heard of Jesus Christ?” Th e man pondered. 
“Yes, from friends in Mongolia. Isn’t he some new 
religious leader who showed up in my homeland 20 
years ago?” Th e young man smiled. “Let me tell you 
more about Jesus. He has already given many of your 
countrymen in Mongolia new lives.” 

Pray that Mongolian believers will take the gospel to 

Mongolians living in Berlin and other parts of Germany. 

Ask God to mobilize the fast growing Mongolian Church 

to reach out to these people. Pray that God would clear up 

immigration issues in Germany, so Mongolians in Berlin 

can lead productive lives.—WK

Mongolians
Day 23
Matthew 8:10 

MONGOLIA

CHINA

RUSSIA

Ulaan Baatar
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Did not the Christ have to 
suff er these things and 
then enter His glory?

One of the things we so often 
forget is that before there is 
glory, there is often suff ering. 
We know that, like Christ, 
many of His servants are suf-
fering in places like North 
Korea and Vietnam for their 
faith. In many cases through-
out Church history, the suf-
fering of the saints has led to 
repentance and the extension 
of His Kingdom. You have 
heard it said that the blood of 
the martyrs is the seed of the 
Church. This fact is so diffi  cult 
but so true in our fallen world!

Pray that the suff ering of 

Vietnamese believers will 

not go to waste. May it result 

in a full harvest among this 

people group in Vietnam 

and in Germany.

The middle-
aged father 

woke from a night-
mare in the bed-
room of his Berlin 
apartment. His wife 
also awoke. “What’s 
wrong, honey?” she 
asked, brushing a 

strand of hair from her eyes. “I had another nightmare 
about that terrible day in Rostock, back in 1992.” 

Th at was the year German skinheads started a riot. 
Th eir fi rst targets were Gypsies. But as the riot spread, 
the skinheads set fi re to apartment buildings inhab-
ited by Vietnamese immigrants. Many were forced to 
fl ee for their lives, and some of these people now live 
in Berlin. 

Th e Vietnamese arrived in Germany in two waves. 
One group settled in West Germany after South 
Vietnam was conquered by the North Vietnamese 
Communists in 1975. A second group had arrived 
in East Germany to attend college during the 70s 
and 80s. Many of these students were stranded in 
Germany after the collapse of Communism in 1989. 
Th e government that had given them permission to 
study in Germany had ceased to exist. In recent years 
skinheads and other racists who seek to rid Germany 
of all immigrants targeted both groups of Vietnamese. 

Ask God to end racism in Germany. Pray that German 

Christians will set an example by reaching out with love 

to their Vietnamese neighbors. May such love open doors 

to witness to this people group. Pray that God would raise 

up the right people to take the message of salvation to this 

people group.—WK

Buddhist Vietnamese
Day 24

Luke 24:26

Inside the Vietnamese center
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In the past God overlooked 
such ignorance, but now 
He commands all people 
everywhere to repent.

It is very politically correct to 
say, “all religions lead to God.” 
But how can we compare the 
God who created the universe 
and paid for our redemption 
with His own blood with any 
other? Unfortunately, many 
Germans, even those with 
a Christian background, are 
drawn to Buddhism. Though 
Gautama Buddha was a good 
man, he cannot come close to 
the Risen Savior, who Himself 
gives us the power for a vic-
torious life.

Pray that those drawn to 

Buddhism in Germany will 

recognize their need to re-

pent before a holy and mer-

ciful God. Pray that those 

who now attend the Shao 

Lin Buddhist Temple will 

soon worship and serve the 

one true living God.

Shao Lin Buddhist Temple in Berlin
Day 25
Acts 17:30

Young Berliners 
who are disen-

chanted with tradi-
tional Christianity 
are fl ocking to the 
Shao Lin Buddhist 
Temple. Shao Lin 
monks off er some-

thing new and exciting: Buddhism with a heavy dose 
of Kung Fu. Buddhist monks invented the Kung Fu 
style of fi ghting in China 1500 years ago to combat 
robbers who thought the peaceful Buddhist monks 
would be easy prey. Th is brand of Buddhism prom-
ises peace of mind along with defensive preparation 
for war. 

Th e Shao Lin Temple, numbering about 500 mem-
bers, is not an isolated example of how Buddhism 
appeals to Germans. Fifty similar Buddhist temples 
are found in Berlin alone, with some 6,000 European 
converts as of 2003. Th e Buddhists are “evange-
lizing” by off ering something the German young 
people want. Th ese German youths see their pul-
pits as lacking excitement, fervor and faith. German 
Christianity off ered a vibrant faith during the excit-
ing days of the reformation of the 16th century, but 
over the last 200 years biblical critics have talked this 
vibrant faith to death. Th e Christian faith now ap-
pears dull and lifeless to many Germans.

What German youths need is Jesus, but what they 
want is excitement, and most don’t know that Jesus 
can off er both peace of mind and more excitement 
than anyone could want! 

Pray that Buddhists in Berlin will meet believers with 

a deep love for Jesus and a willingness to come alongside 

them in their spiritual journey. Pray that the Shao Lin 

Temple will one day be a place where Christ is exalted as 

King of Kings.—CH
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When he saw the crowds, 
he had compassion on 
them…. They were 
harassed and helpless, like 
sheep without a shepherd.

How the Shepherd’s heart 
aches when He sees the sheep 
deprived of what they need! 
Over 200 years ago, William 
Carey went to the Bengali 
people with the gospel, 
but only about 600 of them 
responded. Since that time, 
there has been a remnant of 
believers, but it has been very 
small. Most remain either 
Hindu or Muslim. God’s heart 
aches when people keep Him 
at a distance. But perhaps 
there will be Bengalis in 
Germany who will give Him 
their hearts.

Pray for both Hindu and 

Muslim Bengalis in Berlin 

to put their full trust in the 

Savior.

Bengal was one of Asia’s vibrant intellectual and 
cultural centers that sent students to Berlin after 

World War I. Around 1933, many South Asians such 
as the Bengalis had to leave Germany because Nazism 
took control. However, the tie between Germany and 
Bengal remained.

Bengalis still come to Berlin for educational pur-
poses. Th ey also see Berlin as a safe place where they 
can practice their Muslim and Hindu religions. Th ere 
is even a Bengali-oriented mosque in Berlin. Hindu 
Bengalis travel 217 miles from Berlin to Stuttgart for 
the Durga Puja, an annual six-day festival celebrating 
the goddess Durga. In addition to the cost of travel, 
they are expected to make a fi nancial contribution.

It has now become more diffi  cult for Bengalis with 
immigrant status to fi nd work. German law does not 
grant work permits to non-European Union (EU) or 
non-European Economic Area (EEA) citizens. Th is 
fact, added to language barriers, makes it hard for 
Bengalis to fi nd work in Germany.

Christ followers may reach out to Bengalis by be-
friending students who may be lonely as they expe-
rience separation from their families. Th ey may also 
help those Bengalis struggling to fi nd work. We may 
help by praying fervently and regularly.

Pray that Bengali Muslims and Hindus will soon learn 

that Jesus Christ is the only way to the Father. Ask God 

to send Christ followers who can explain the gospel clearly 

and relevantly to them. Pray that the Holy Spirit will 

make the Word of God spiritually understandable and ac-

ceptable to the Bengalis in Berlin.—AK

Hindu and Muslim Bengalis 
Day 26

Matthew 9:36 
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What did you go out into 
the desert to see? A reed 
swayed by the wind?

In some ways, the Jains have 
remained as steadfast as John 
the Baptist throughout their 
long history. For example, they 
maintain a consistent stance 
against taking any form of life. 
Some of them wear masks 
to keep from breathing in 
anything that lives! They have 
high morals. Could it be that 
they have not seen true Christ 
followers who can challenge 
them to get beyond a good 
moral system, to a relationship 
with the King of Kings?

Pray for God to raise up His 

own team of people to take 

Christ to the high-minded 

Jains in Berlin.  

T hough there are only about 120 Jains in Berlin, 
their infl uence is signifi cant. Th ey have no prob-

lem gaining citizenship in the European Union, for 
many are teachers, yoga instructors and business peo-
ple. It is common for them to marry German spouses 
and integrate into German culture. Berlin University 
has taught Indology (the study of India) for years, 
and a retired German professor received the Prakrit 
Jnanabharati International Award in 2006.

Jainism has existed side-by-side with Hinduism for 
centuries. It is one of the oldest religions in India. As 
Jains move from India to other countries, they bring 
their beliefs and festivals with them. Th ey follow the 
tenets of Lord Mahavir, whom they consider to be a 
great teacher. Th ey say, “Lord Mahavir’s philosophies 
and teachings on complete non-violence and auster-
ity show us the path to salvation.”

Jains seek salvation through works, which include a 
vegetarian diet, yoga and non-violence against any 
living being. Th ey promote peace. Yet, true peace 
comes through Jesus, Prince of Peace. He gives peace 
with God and produces the peace of God within us.

Pray that the Jains in Berlin will learn about Jesus Christ, 

the true path to salvation. Ask the Holy Spirit to help 

these dear ones desire Christ’s peace that passes human 

understanding. Pray for God to give them a holy dis-

satisfaction with anything less than a relationship with 

Jesus.—AK

Jains in Berlin
Day 27
Luke 7:24b
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Punjabi Sikhs in Berlin

Sandeep feels 
caught in the 

middle. He fol-
lows Sikhism even 
here in Berlin. His 
restaurant provides 
traditional Punjabi 
dishes. He believes 
in the Universal 

God and seeks salvation through disciplined, personal 
meditation on God. He hopes to ultimately achieve 
spiritual union with God after more incarnations. But 
his father only recently emigrated from Punjab and still 
thinks like a Punjabi Sikh. But Sandeep’s son, born in 
Berlin, has few Sikh friends, and he sees few men wear-
ing the trademark Sikh turban. Sandeep named his son 
Manmohan in honor of India’s Sikh prime minister, but 
his friends call him “Manny.” Manny thinks more like 
a German than a Punjabi Sikh.

Meanwhile outside the restaurant, Sandeep feels re-
sentment from the general German population. His 
beard and turban lead some to foolishly suspect he is 
with the Islamic Taliban. He has started leaving his 
turban at home, but then he faces his father’s hurt 
and anger. It might be easier for him in Cologne or 
Frankfurt where he would enjoy larger numbers of fel-
low Sikhs. But his restaurant has become so popular 
even with non-Indians, that he cannot picture leaving 
Berlin. Sandeep and Manmohan’s generations typi-
cally prove most responsive to the message of Christ 
than their elders.

Pray that German believers will befriend the small Sikh 

community in Berlin. Pray that the Holy Spirit will pre-

pare the hearts of Punjabi Sikhs in Germany. Pray that 

proud Sikhs will seek the True Guru, Jesus Christ.—GEC

Day 28 
John 12:20 

Some Greeks.... came 
to Philip, who was from 
Bethsaida in Galilee, with a 
request. “Sir,” they said, “we 
would like to see Jesus.” 

The Punjabis seem like they 
are always “caught in the 
middle.” Historically, their 
land was a battleground 
between Hindu and Muslim 
forces. Guru Nanak became 
the “prophet” of Sikhism, a 
new religion that attempts 
to take the best of both reli-
gions. Muslims and Hindus 
rejected Sikhism. Sikhs who 
now live in Germany often 
don’t feel comfortable with 
either German or “old world” 
Punjabis. Sikhs face alienation. 
Yet there is also hope that, 
like the Greeks who came to 
Philip, Sikhs will want to see 
Jesus. In India, many Sikhs are 
turning to Christ, thanks to 
local evangelists with India 
Gospel Outreach. There is no 
reason why they can’t fi nd 
Christ in Germany as well.

Pray that the Sikhs in Berlin 

will want to see Jesus work 

in their lives.

Sikh restaurant owner in Berlin
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…all except the apostles 
were scattered throughout 
Judea and Samaria.

Throughout history God has 
called His people to become 
missionaries by means of sev-
eral mechanisms. We are most 
familiar with the voluntary 
mechanism; that is, missionar-
ies going out voluntarily. But 
much of the expansion of the 
church has been due to the 
involuntary mechanism of 
Christians being captured or 
expelled against their will and 
coming into contact with non-
believers. Acts 8 was just such 
a case. Then there are times 
when non-believers, like Tamil 
Hindus, are driven out of their 
homelands to places where 
believers reside. Could God be 
using the tragic situation in Sri 
Lanka to give Tamils a chance 
to fi nd the Savior?

Pray that tragedies like civil 

wars and natural disasters 

that drive people far from 

home will be used of God 

to bring people to a place 

where they can fi nd Jesus.

A sudden gust of frigid 

winter winds caught 

the pensive Anusha by sur-

prise as she hurried down 

the now darkened oak-lined 

street. Even as the moon 

cast silvery shadows on the 

pavement, Anusha’s mind 

kept wandering back to what 

she had just witnessed at the 

Hindu temple.

Anusha, the only daugh-

ter of Pradeep and Ramya 

Muralitharan, was born 

in Berlin and was raised a 

Hindu by her devout Tamil 

parents. Pradeep and Ramya 

were among the refugees who had fl ed Sri Lanka in the 

1980s. Th e civil war had forced them to leave behind 

home and belongings. Th ey braved immense hardships. 

Pradeep, once a proud land-owner, now worked unearth-

ly hours waiting tables at a restaurant. Notwithstanding 

the long and arduous hours at work, Pradeep and Ramya 

performed poojas at home and did everything they could 

to raise Anusha to be a pious Hindu. Th ey, along with 

other asylum-seekers, also began meeting in cellars to 

perform poojas. And Anusha grew up being ever mindful 

of her South Asian Hindu roots.

Anusha, raised a devout Hindu, conscientiously goes ev-

ery evening to the Ganesha temple for the Sandhya pooja. 

Yet she is being plagued by questions that gnaw her keen 

mind. She keeps questioning the very meaning of the ritu-

als that she has scrupulously followed all her life. 

Pray that these devout seekers after gods would fi nd the true 

God in Christ Jesus. Pray also that Tamil and German 

Christians will be emboldened to share the gospel of salva-

tion available only through Jesus Christ.—EJD

Tamil Hindus in Berlin
Day 29
Acts 8:1 
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Cubans in Berlin
“Mamacita, Yemaya has been good to me! She 

gave me a safe journey to Berlin, and I already 
have a job at a restaurant.” Juan was writing his fi rst 
letter to his mother in Cuba after managing to sneak 
into Germany illegally. As time went on, Juan met a 
number of interesting Cubans living in that city. Th ere 
were musicians who played the traditional Cuban 
Timba music, which is catching on in Berlin night-
clubs. He met a number of boxers who were looking to 
make their fortune in the ring. Th ere were also pros-
titutes, but he would not tell Mamacita about them. 
Other Cubans had more ordinary jobs. 

Jobs are relatively easy for Cubans to fi nd in Berlin, 
since the Cubans are noted for their hard work. Unlike 
many other immigrant groups, the Cubans are eager 
to learn German and integrate.

Th ere are somewhere between 3,000 and 20,000 
Cubans in Berlin. Many are making a good living as 
engineers, architects or even college professors. Th ey 
seem to have it all, but almost every one of them still 
has that God-shaped void in their life that only Jesus 
can fi ll. Many, like Juan, try to fi ll it by appeasing tra-
ditional Caribbean gods or going to Mass. Few have 
developed a meaningful relationship with Christ.

Pray that the Cubans will hear the call of God, and run 

to Him, abandoning their false deities. Pray that those 

entrapped in drugs and prostitution will be set free by 

Christ.—KC

Day 30
Matthew 24:14 

And this gospel of the king-
dom will be preached in the 
whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the 
end will come.

Of all end time prophecies, 
this is probably the most likely 
one to be forgotten. Before 
Christ’s return, the gospel 
must be preached to all na-
tions. We are not called to sit 
passively for God to act; He 
has given us a job to do. It is 
our responsibility. Will you do 
your part?

Pray that the Church today 

will rise to the challenge of 

taking the gospel to every 

nation that still lacks a fel-

lowship of believers.
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Authentic Publishing off ers free missions eBook download

To serve the global Christian community and accommodate the growing 
demand for digital books, Authentic Books is now off ering titles in e-book 
formats through

http://w w w.authenticpublishing.com

Marketing Dir., Mike Dworak, wrote recently, “Our passion is to equip the 
missional community with great content. With our e-books, people any-
where in the world have the ability to select a book and be reading in sec-
onds.” Dworak sees digital formats being particularly useful in areas of the 
world where print titles are unwieldy or too expensive to order and ship. And 
in countries that restrict access to Christian materials, digital downloads can 
provide isolated believers with essential resources. To celebrate the launch 
into e-publishing, Authentic is off ering visitors to its website a free eBook 
and a monthly e-newsletter. Books come with a satisfaction guarantee and 
will be replaced free if customers are not happy with them.

Mike Dworak
Director of Marketing
Biblica/Authentic Publishing
http://www.authenticpublishing.com
Cell # 719 351 1280
Work phone and fax # 719 867 2768
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continued from page 4

and the nations around the world. Th is is most obvious in the 

fall of the Berlin Wall, an event that was instrumental in de-

stroying Communism in Europe. Among the things that were 

developed in the city were the fi rst computers, the splitting of 

the atom and even the bra, which brought freedom of move-

ment to millions of women trapped in tight corsets. 

Berlin is beautiful and ugly, rich and poor and very diverse. 

We love this city with its breathtaking size and diversity. 

Every Berliner identifi es with his or her part of the city. For 

some this signifi es pride or sadness, longing or rejection.

Here we see people strolling along the Ku-Damm and others 

pacing in front of the Old Opera House ‘Unter den Linden’. 

We see people on the way to the concert of the trendy ‘Bread 

Factory’ in Prenzlauer Berg and the youth hanging around 

between the prefabricated ‘Plattenbauten’ in Hellersdorf. 

Berlin in its diversity reveals itself with a powerful off ering of 

museums, churches, sporting halls, and exhibitions. Berlin has 

survived diffi  cult epochs of history, and even a wall dividing 

west and east. Th ere is no one style or fashion, no typical Ber-

liner, each simply lives his way, her style. One of Berlin’s kings 

encouraged people to choose their own life styles and faith, 

and Berliners followed his advice. “Individuality” is the motto. 

A Lost City
In spite of all the freedom many of the 3,500,000 people feel 

lost, irritated, lonely, and trapped in situations from which 

they cannot escape. Th e people of Berlin, as diff erent as they 

are, need our advocacy and prayers for healing, blessing, re-

newal, and desire for God’s love and presence.

Berlin is no better, but also no worse than other cities! If I were 

to think of Los Angeles or New York, of Sao Paulo or Rio de 

Janeiro, of Paris or Moscow, of Delhi, or Mecca, there would be 

many cities that God could hate. Th is does not excuse or miti-

 God’s 
unlimited 
grace is true 
for Berlin. 

Berlin: City of Many Colors  
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Berlin: City of Many Colors  

gate the darkness and sin that 

certainly abounds in Berlin.

But God’s unlimited grace 

is true for Berlin. John 3:16 

(paraphrased) “God so loved 

the Berliners that he gave His 

only Son for them.”

God loves the often-irritable 

Berliners with all His heart. 

He loves Berliners of every 

type and orientation: the 

mystics and soothsayers, the many gay and lesbian people, 

as much as He does church people and deacons, politicians, 

workers, the 20 percent who are unemployed and on wel-

fare. He loves the poor just as much as the rich, the many 

Muslims, New Agers, Hindus, and Buddhist. He loves the 

immigrants and refugees who come from over 180 diff erent 

nations and who number as many as 850,000, those with legal 

papers and the more than 100,000 illegals. He loves them 

just as much as those that adhere to the Christian faith, who 

count for only 33 percent of this mostly non-religious society.

In short, He loves all the people in this city because it is 

precisely for these that He gave His only Son. For this reason, 

we Christians should and can love the people of this city 

regardless of whether they think and act like us or have very 

diff erent values and perspectives on life.

How do we do this? We must live out a vibrant and deep re-

lationship with our Father in heaven and off er Him any aver-

sions we might have against these people. We must ask Him 

for love and patience for everyone. If we want to abandon the 

“evil world” out there to its own fate, if we want to keep our 

congregations “pure and holy,” if our Christian agenda is more 

important to us than the lost, then this city will surely get 

even darker and more sinful. 

In many 
ways the 
Church 
has been 
withdrawn 
from Berlin. 
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Berlin: City of Many Colors  

In many ways the Church has been withdrawn from Berlin. 

Only 33 percent of the population consider themselves Chris-

tians. Many of these Christians are nominal with only very 

few who live in deep fellowship with Jesus and his friends on a 

day-by-day basis. Even fewer share his love with those who do 

not know Him in a meaningful and practical way. 

Th ere are some inspiring initiatives of Christians off ering 

help to children from migrant families or doing youth work. 

Others are caring for the poor, reaching out to Muslims, 

and assisting immigrants with German paper work. But still 

many parts of the city and many social and ethnic groups 

remain outside the touch of Christians and the gospel. 

“Th at Wall may be gone but there is still a wall in people’s 

minds and hearts,” says Free Evangelical Church pastor 

Hans-Peter Pache, of the Luke Church. Th ere are still divi-

sions between those from West Berlin and those from East 

Berlin, Germans and foreigners, old and young, charismatics 

and non-charismatics, left-wingers and right-wingers. 

God left his “palace in heaven” to come to earth, and prob-

ably the biggest challenge the Christians in Berlin face is 

to leave their “church palaces” to interact with those around 

them. By doing so all will discover the life in Christ in a new 

and rich way. 

Let’s Pray!
Pray that God’s children in Berlin will boldly go as His am-

bassadors to the many lost communities that need His touch. 

Pray that all unreached ethnic groups will have a chance to 

hear and respond to the gospel in this city where freedom of 

religion is still possible. GPD

Kerstin Hack is an author, publisher (http://www.down-to-

earth.de) and speaker. She loves to pray on the streets of her home 

city Berlin. http://www.kerstinHack.de

God left his 
“palace in 

heaven” 
to come to 
earth, and 

probably 
the biggest 

challenge the 
Christians in 

Berlin face 
is to leave 

their “church 
palaces” to 

interact with 
those around 

them.



•  AAP Introductory Literature 
and Brochures

•  Doing Your Bit (10 minute 
AAP introductory video)

• Adoption Agency List (regularly 
updated and available in print 
and on the web!)

• Global Purpose (a new 20 minute 
DVD introduction to missions) 

• All resources available from 
William Carey Library: 
1-800-MISSION  

•  Further information is at: 
www.Adopt-A-People.org

•  Need more details? See our 
website: www.uscwm.org

www.globalprayerdigest.org/

www.uscwm.org

www.joshuaproject.net/peopctry.php

www.ethne.net/lowband/whatpage.html
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